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Corrupt police officers work with 
Maun drug lords  

By Staff Writer 

Councilor for Boseja - Kubung Vepaune Moreti came 

with guns blazing accusing police of conniving with 

well-known drug lord in Maun to infiltrate the streets 

with the deadly powder. 

Debating the council speech this week, Moreti    

unapologetically stated: ‘’ these drug lords have the 

support of the system. They eat together with the 

system in the same pot of crime. Why is it that even 

in the few cases where some of these drugs dealers 

are caught red handed carrying drugs consignment, 

they never face justice? 

Explaining what he termed as ‘alarming state of drugs 

use in Maun’, Moreti posited that Botswana Police 

Service is failing the community by shielding well 

known drug lords. Of even more worrying drugs 

trend according to Moreti is the proliferation of 

methcathinone commonly in the streets as ‘cat’ 

whose use is tearing the youth apart. 

Moreti stated: ‘’ why should Government mobilize the 

Special Support Group (SSG) to beat up the elderly 

residents for convening for a peaceful Kgotla meeting 

in Serowe but fails to mobilise the same resources to 

deal with the hard drugs on the streets. Where do 

they get resources for Serowe while they can’t do the 

same for drug war? 

According to the North West District Development 

Plan (DDC) submitted to full council meeting this 

week, the district continues to do slightly well in 

reducing crime. It was reported that there has been a 

5% reduction target that was reached during the 

quarter.  

According to the report, a total of 156 serious     

targeted offences occurred in quarter 3 as compared 

to 203 in quarter 2, this shows a decrease in       

offenses.  

The offence which increased as of last quarter Noise 

and Nuisance area 21 to 29. Some of the offences 

which reduced are Working in Botswana without 

permit from 53 to 26. 

But the councilors were not in agreement slamming 

the increase of unreported offences by Zimbabwean 

nationals as perpetuating the escalation of a       

black-market electrical cable industry.  Further, it was 

stated that the Zimbabwean criminal syndicates are 

involved in the illegal river sand mining for use in 

their affiliated unlicensed brick molding and       

construction businesses.  

This brazen theft of electrical cables is reportedly 

taking a toll on the distribution of power as street 

lights, electric powered water boreholes and homes 

are targeted affecting Government service delivery. 

The councilors were informed that streetlights in 

Maun have been targeted.  

Councilor for Kubung Tswelelo Sebati complained 

about the proliferation of scrap yards and increase in 

the theft of electrical cables.  Sebati also cited     

increase in illegal sand mining and attributed these 

crimes to the influx of Zimbabwean nationals       

involved in these crimes. 

Councilor Nico Folae further stated that there is 

equally proliferation of illegal saloons all over     

Sanyedi ward which are being operated by         

Zimbabweans. 

Councilor Luke Motlaleselelo meanwhile felt that 

blaming Zimbabweans for all these crimes is unfair 

as there Batswana also involved in illegal sand    

mining citing Boro area as an example. Motlaleselelo 

however felt that illegal sand mining needs to be 

immediately addressed as it poses a serious       

environmental hazard. 
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From Home Economics to Hotel Magnate: Seth 

Mongwaketse's Culinary Journey to Managing Two 

Cresta Hotels 

Defying traditional gender roles and societal expecta-

tions, Seth Mongwaketse turned his passion for 

Home Economics and Food and Nutrition into a thriv-

ing career in hotel management. Today, at the age of 

46, Dr. Mongwaketse oversees operations at two 

prominent hotels in Maun, Botswana: Cresta Maun 

Resort and Cresta Rileys. His journey, marked by 

determination and a keen interest in hospitality, led 

him from the classrooms of Botswana to the prestig-

ious Blue Mountains International Hotel Management 

School in Australia, and back to his homeland where 

his leadership and vision contribute significantly to 

the tourism and hospitality industry. 

Path to Leadership 

Mongwaketse's career trajectory is both inspiring and 

illustrative of where passion, coupled with hard work, 

can lead. After completing his studies in Australia, he 

started his hospitality career at the Avani Hotel, for-

merly known as Gaborone Sun Hotel, as a Resident 

Manager. His role at the Botswana Tourism Organisa-

tion (BTO) as the founding Business Operations 

Manager saw him setting up and managing joint 

venture companies and subsidiaries, including sever-

al tourism attractions across Botswana. This role not 

only highlighted his capability in operational manage-

ment but also his strategic thinking in promoting 

tourism. 

Innovating Botswana's Tourism Landscape 

Mongwaketse's contributions to Botswana's tourism 

are profound. From the establishment of facilities like 

Seboba Park and Goo Moremi Resort to his involve-

ment in the setup of the Xhwihaba campsite and 

Tsabong Camel Park, his work has enhanced the 

country's appeal to both local and international tour-

ists. His innovative approach and understanding of 

the tourism market have helped in diversifying Bot-

swana's tourism offerings beyond the traditional 

wildlife safaris, tapping into other aspects such as 

bird-watching and cultural exploration. 

 

Challenges and Opportunities 

Managing two major hotels is no small feat, and 

Mongwaketse acknowledges the complexities and 

challenges that come with it. Leading a team of over 

130 people requires not only managerial skills but 

also a deep understanding of human dynamics. 

Additionally, his role requires balancing the opera-

tional demands of the hotels with strategic planning 

for future growth. Despite these challenges, 

Mongwaketse views his position as an opportunity 

to mentor and inspire others in the hospitality in-

dustry, particularly those who may face similar soci-

etal pressures and stereotypes that he once did. 

 

As Seth Mongwaketse continues to navigate the 
intricacies of hotel management and tourism devel-
opment, his journey from a young boy interested in 
cooking to a respected leader in the hospitality sec-
tor stands as a testament to the power of persever-
ance and vision. His story encourages a rethinking 
of traditional career paths and highlights the poten-
tial within Botswana's tourism sector for innovative 
growth and development. With leaders like 
Mongwaketse at the helm, the future of Botswana's 
hospitality and tourism industry looks bright, prom-
ising enriching experiences for both locals and 
visitors alike. 
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I am delighted to 

announce that our 

very own Ms    

Lesego Chombo 

from Shorobe has 

made us proud at 

the just ended Miss 

World pageant 

show  which was 

held on the 9th 

March 2024 in  

India. She made it to the top 4 which made her 

Miss World Africa, an achievement of the   

highest accolade befitting of the beauty and 

grace she displayed throughout the pageant 

show. On that note let us stand up and give a 

round of applause for her exploits. We as the 

District are committed to assisting her during 

and after her reign to ensure that her goals are 

reached. 

NWDC Chairman Itumeleng           Kelebetseng on Lesego Chombo 

Photo credit: Mmegi Online 

 Life Style 
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Blood Origins fund best performing teachers in Nata 
Blood Origins, a United States based non-profit  

promoting global wildlife conservation and ethical   

hunting practices, announced the  successful initial 

funding of their Teacher Incentivization Program that 

will benefit teachers in Nata area. 

This Teacher Incentivization Program in Botswana 

will benefit five schools supported by Nata          

Conservation Trust (NCT,) a community-based   

organization   who have a five-year Joint Venture 

Partnership with Tlou  Safaris, a 100 percent owned 

citizen Botswana hunting company.  

This Teacher Incentivization Program will                 

support annual five schools in Nata, Manxotae, 

Maposa and Sepako which falls under auspices of 

NCT at a tune of P25, 000.00 ($ 1,821) annually. 

The program supports the existing prize-giving cere-

monies currently funded by NCT through hunting-

generated revenues from local outfits. Blood Origins  

hopes to inspire and incentivize teachers currently 

working in the region’s rural and primary schools by 

funding awards for the best performing teachers at 

each school. 

This past year, Blood Origins had the privilege of 

working with The Nata Conservation Trust (NCT) in 

Botswana to help local primary schools in the region 

expand upon their already good work. The NCT 

works with four villages: Nata, Maposa, Sepako, and 

Manxotae in implementing upliftment projects in 

each community through revenues generated from 

hunting in the concessions under their jurisdiction. 

Each    village in the region has a primary school 

that benefits directly from hunting through work that 

the NCT does. 

 

Currently and in years past, the NCT hosts a prize 

giving ceremony for all four schools to come    

together. The organization was responsible for  

covering all of the costs of the ceremony including 

paying for custom trophies and other out-of-pocket 

expenses.  

“I knew we could do help support this program” 

said Robbie Kroger, Executive Director of Blood 

Origins.  “I could see the work done by NCT, I 

could see the pride in the principal's eyes, and I felt 

we could step up to be the missing piece of the 

puzzle to add to the great work that is already oc-

curring here”.  

Kroger alluded: “I asked the principal at the Nata 

primary school - what would be an                ap-

propriate stipend to go with the trophy for the best 

teacher” Kroger noted, “He looked at me quite 

sternly and said “P5000” would be a good start and 

I agreed on the spot”.  

Kroger further explains: ‘’ But when the crew got 

back in the car, they felt we could even help more. 

That’s when we decided to raise a             stipend 

for each best teacher in the school. We thought if 

we could raise a P5000 to be given to each primary 

school for the best teacher? Could we raise enough 

funding to do it for the next 2 years? 

With the help of local hunting operations, Blood 

Origins was able to put together an incentive   

package for the region’s best teachers featuring a 

cash prize and trophy.  

 “There was never a doubt in my mind that hunters 

would step up,” said Kroger. 

“This is a true community project that is               

benefiting the individuals of this community. If we 

develop the learners, we develop a very sound 

nation, these are our future leaders, and we execute 

correctly, this is the outcome” stated the Principal 

Luzile, of the Nata Primary School. 

With generous funding from the Sea Dragon   

Foundation, and the Wildlife Education Center at 

Legends Ranch, the project is now fully funded, we 

are all systems go for in 2024 and 2025 which will 

aim to further incentivize  teachers to educate their 

kids as best as they possibly can be. This new in-

centivization     program will provide a monetary 

stipend for the best teacher in each primary school 

under the care of The Nata Conservation Trust. We   

couldn’t be happier to see this project come to 

fruition and can’t wait to report back on the good 

these teachers are doing for their communities as 

educators of the next generation. 

Mababe Zokotsama Community Development Trust 

builds new office 

Mababe Zokotsama Community Development Trust 
(MZCDT) which serve Mababe village under the 
community based natural resources programme 
(CBNRM) are building a new office in Maun costing 
P 1.2 million. 
 
The office construction started in March and is   
expected to end in August according to the Trust 
Manager Vusi Khumalo. The project marks MZCDT 
drive to cut on office rental costs since the trust 
begun operating in 2000.  
 
Khumalo explained: ‘’We have been spending P5.500 
monthly on rent and the cost of that all these years 
we have been renting is huge.’’ 
 
‘’In 2021 we recovered from covid and bought a 
commercial plot in a prime area in Sedie which cost 
us 480 000 for the office space. We acquired it with 
money we got from hunting.’’ 
 
According to Khumalo their plan is to add a          
ten-room guest house in the same plot after      
finishing the office project as the plot is big and 
prime. 
 
On other developments, Khumalo explained that they 
have leased four campsite for four years to a Mababe 
resident as a way of empowering the community. The 
lessee monthly pays the rental. Another Mababe 
resident has been granted transit rights to undertake 
tourism activities in the    concession who also pays 
the trust. 

 
Trust Manager Vusi Khumalo told The Okavango 
Express that the new adopted management plan has 
zoned the concession in to four: Zone 4- hunting, 
Zone 3- high value zone at Mababe  Depression, 
Zone 2- containing Mogotho Safari Lodge and 
Dizhana Campsite and lastly Zone 1 - where there 
the Mababe village, Tsaa Campsite and Nokanyane 
camp. 
Khumalo revealed under the new management plan, 
a new five-star camp has been constructed at 
Mababe Depression. He was constructed by their 
joint venture in the concession, AFS. ' 
 
MZCDT also has a fund for the elderly, people living 
with disability, education for the youth as a way of 
empowering its community. 

https://bloodorigins.org/
https://bloodorigins.org/
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Jennifer McKiernan  

BBC political reporter 

A ban on importing hunting trophies to the UK 

has moved a step closer to becoming law with a 

vote by MPs. 

Body parts of elephants, bears, lions, hippos and 

zebras are among those currently allowed to be 

brought back from hunting trips. 

This is the third attempt to pass a new law to  

tackle the issue and the bill is still at an early 

stage. 

Opponents argue profits from trophy hunting go 

towards protecting endangered species. 

But environment minister Rebecca Pow said the 

government would support the bill to ensure  

trophy hunters "are not putting additional      

pressure on already threatened species". 

Government backing means a bill has a far greater 

chance of making it on to the statute book. 

But the legislation will undergo further scrutiny 

and, to become law, will have to clear its        

remaining parliamentary stages before a general 

election expected later this year. 

Labour MP John Spellar, who is shepherding the 

private members' bill through Parliament,        

welcomed the 49-to-zero vote, saying the      

legislation would help protect endangered species 

all over the world, including polar bears from 

Canada. 

"The public really do not want these magnificent 

animals to just be slaughtered, not only for a bi-

zarre form of pleasure but to decorate people's 

houses," said the MP for Warley. 

"Australia, France, Belgium and other countries 

have already shown the way by banning the trade 

in hunting trophies. 

"I hope what we decide here will start to send a 

message to other countries that this is an       

international movement... and we need to move 

on from this." 

Conservative MP Henry Smith said his own     

attempt to get an earlier version of the bill through 

Parliament ran out of time last year when "a very 

small minority of peers... sought to block this 

legislation". 

He urged the Lords to support this bill, adding 

"this is not a natural practice of people in     

Southern Africa - it is a neo-colonial import". 

A Lords briefing paper last year stated 190    

hunting trophies from Convention on                   

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

Flora and Fauna (Cites) listed species were    

imported into the UK in 2020. 

Multiple MPs urged wildlife lovers to use film and 

not guns to shoot animals in their own habitat, 

including Tory MP Tim Loughton who said trophy 

hunters could instead "show how brave and   

manly they are by getting up close with cameras 

rather than guns". 

Conservative former cabinet minister Theresa 

Villiers highlighted how the death of Cecil the 

Lion had outraged people across the country. 

But Tory opponent of the measure, Sir Bill     

Wiggin, President of the Association of          

Professional Shooting Instructors since 2006, 

labelled the reaction to Cecil's death "knee-jerk" 

and warned MPs against "blundering into       

inadvertent racism". 

"The picture, widely circulated, of Walter  Palmer 

standing over Cecil's body, became emblematic 

of man's destructive relationship with nature," he 

said. 

"Reasonable though this reaction is, it is        

knee-jerk - it fails to acknowledge that for many 

Africans trophy hunting is vital for the local     

population. 

"It's a wildlife conservation measure that       

generates income used to combat illegal     

poaching." 

Outside Parliament, academic Professor Amy 

Dickman agreed with opponents of the bill that it 

could do more harm than good. 

Prof Dickman, Director of Oxford University's 

Conservation Research Unit WildCRU, said: "The 

Parliamentary debate today was riddled with  

misinformation. 

"MPs pushing for a blanket import ban     

demonstrated that they were willing to ignore 

scientific evidence, major risks to conservation 

and animal welfare, and the rights and livelihoods 

of affected people." 

But Edith Kebesiime, of World Animal Protection 

Africa, said it was "extremely  encouraging that 

this important bill has been resurrected". 

She said: "African people do not support trophy 

hunting. Most money from these hunts does not 

reach local communities. 

"It is nothing but an opportunity for a cruel and 

wealthy few to inflict pain and suffering on our 

native wildlife for their own enjoyment. 

"The UK's trophy hunting import ban will help us 

protect our wildlife heritage and make space for 

wildlife friendly conservation solutions." 

Eduardo Goncalves, of the Campaign to Ban Tro-

phy Hunting, said they were delighted. 

"Sick sport shooting of magnificent animals is an 

anachronism in today;s world," he said. "It's 

simply a dirty facet of a shameful past, where 

both man and beast were used and abused by a 

wealthy minority." 

A pledge to ban the import of hunting trophies 
was included in the Conservatives' 2019       
general election manifesto. 

MPs support UK ban on importing hunting trophies 



Road upgrading to boost North West District 
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 News 

By Staff Writer 

The design for Maun to Toteng road and     

Sehithwa to Tsau road sections are being     

reviewed and are expected to be completed in 

June and November respectively. 

NAMA - KP Joint Venture has been appointed 

as the Development Manager in the North West 

District to design, reconstruct and supervise the 

project. 

 Further to this, the accesses to villages along 

these roads will also be attended to.  

The project will further include the construction 

of Weighbridge buildings and its facilities in 

Sehithwa.  

These projects are to be undertaken in two 

phases: Phase 1, which specifies the client's 

requirements, project concept, pre and final 

feasibility and viability studies and Phase 2 

which entails the detailed design development, 

the actual construction as well as the defects 

and latent liability periods. 

Kelebetseng reiterated that the tender for wet 

grading of North West District internal roads 

which was previously reported to be at evalua-

tion stage was awarded on the 19th February 

2024 and the contactor is mobilizing to site.  

The tender covers wet grading of internal roads 

for 10 km’s in 14 wards in Maun, 1 km at 

Matsaudi, 7km at Chanoga, 7km at Makalama-

bedi, 5km at  Sehithwa and 5km at Tsau. All 

these projects are presently at mobilization stage 

and are expected to be completed by 30th April 

2024. 

Kelebetseng explained that gravel roads within 

the district that have not yet been outsourced 

like; Mababe – Khwai (37km), Toteng –       

Bodibeng (46km), Tsau – Kareng (60km) and 

Kareng–Phatane (26km) will be graded at least 

once a quarter through requests for quotations. 

 

He said the Development Manager for Design 

and Construction of 25km village internal roads 

and Storm water drainage in Maun has made 

headway, currently they are at design stage with 

Six (6) of eleven (11) roads already surveyed.   

 

Further, Kelebetseng stated that Government will 

undertake stakeholder collaboration engaging 

with the Village Development Committees and 

Trusts in the new financial year for vegetation 

control along roads.  This will be done in 

Samedupe, Chanoga and Xhana whereby a total 

of 20 people in each village will be employed 

doing a range of 0.5km each from their        

respective villages. 

Source: staticflickr.com 
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BHC builds 100 houses in Matlapana 

By Staff Writer 

Botswana Housing Corporation will develop 100 

housing units in Matlapana, Maun in line with 

the utilities mandate of addressing                  

accommodation shortage and promoting home 

ownership. 

This was expressed by the acting deputy Chief 
Executive Officer Batanani Nkhumisang when 
addressing North West District Council on 
Wednesday.  

Nkhumisang said BHC has further committed to 

contribute to citizen economic empowerment in 

line with the Reset Agenda through; employment 

creation opportunities for the local communities, 

imparting knowledge and skills for local       

construction sector, supporting SMME growth in 

the area and further contributing positively to the 

upliftment of the development of the Maun and 

Matlapana. 

The houses will be a mixture of 100 low,           

medium and high-income houses in Matlapana. 

Nkhumisang reiterated that of these 100 houses, 

78 will be low income, 18 Medium Income and 

four high income housing units. 

This project will be divided into several builders 

works projects to accommodate 100% citizen 

owned companies to participate.  Two electrical 

works projects will also run as nominated             

subcontractors to the building works contracts. 

Nkhumisang also highlighted that another project 

BHC is undertaking in Maun is the 

construction of six type 82 houses 

for the Directorate of Corruption 

and Economic Crime at the tune of 

P8,932,215.88. The project          

undertaken by Pullies (PTY) LTD 

started on 24 January 2024 and is 

planned for completion on 13   

November 2024. 

‘’ A decision has been made to 
invite only 100% citizen owned 

companies to tender for BHC projects’’ 
Nkhumisang explained. 

He further reiterated: ‘’ All BHC maintenance 

work, with a budget of appx P30 million          

annually is done by 100% citizen owned    

companies.  A reservation was made for women 

and youth in the current maintenance         

contracts.’’ 

BHC also implements the self-help housing 

agency (SHHA) houses in North West of which 

they have delivered 70 houses in Maun East 

since 2019. In Maun West, a total of 34 houses 

were funded to date since 2019. 

Nkhumisang reiterated that SHHA houses are 

built by small contractors sourced from the 

localities where houses are built. Further all 

their building materials for SHHA houses are 

sourced from local suppliers. ‘’ Kalahari sand 

brick was used for the Tsabong project to   

support local brick manufacturers’’ he         

explained. 

However, the project faces some challenges 

including abandonment of projects by           

contractors citing low profit margins, poor  

quality of work due to engagement of unskilled 

labour by contractors, Shortage of materials in 

certain areas and others. 

Nkhumisang added that to address these chal-
lenges, the corporation continues to empower 
small contractors with project management 
skills and continues to look at ways of           
improving on performance in terms of schedule 
and quality. 

Cobre Ltd (ASX:CBE) has secured A$4 million 

in a placement, saying it has garnered robust 

support from new and existing shareholders, 

including high-calibre institutional investors 

both domestically and internationally. 

The company’s plan for this cash boost is to 

channel it into expediting the exploration and 

development of its projects within the Kalahari 

Copper Belt in Botswana. 

Significant investment 

The placement attracted significant investment 

from Strata Investment Holdings PLC, Cobre’s 

principal shareholder, and various company 

directors, who contributed $800,000 and 

$675,000 respectively. 

These commitments are pending shareholder 

approval, which will be sought at an upcoming 

extraordinary general meeting (EGM). 

Mitchell Drilling Botswana and Remote        

Exploration Services, key partners in Cobre's 

drilling and exploration activities, also          

participated with an A$100,000 investment each, 

which speaks to the collaborative approach   

towards advancing the project. 

Cobre announced the issuance of around 76.9 

Cobre secures $4 000 000.00 
million new fully paid ordinary shares at 5.2 

cents per share, arranged into two tranches. 

The first tranche will raise $2.3 million through 

43.7 million new shares, leveraging the      

company’s existing placement capacity. 

The second tranche, subject to shareholder 

approval at the forthcoming EGM, is expected 

to generate an additional $1.7 million from 

some 33.2 million new shares. 

Advancing copper discovery 

This financial injection will be instrumental in 

accelerating exploration efforts on Cobre's 

holdings in the Kalahari Copper Belt, a region 

with significant potential for copper discovery. 

The placement was executed at a 17.5%     

discount to the closing price on February 29, 

2024, also offering participants the opportunity 

to acquire free attaching options under certain 

conditions, further incentivising investment. 

Canaccord Genuity (TSX:CF, LSE:CF) 

(Australia) Limited played a pivotal role as the 

lead manager for the placement, indicating 

Continued  on page 8 
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strong market confidence in Cobre’s strategic 

direction and the intrinsic value of its Botswana 

projects. 

This development marks a significant milestone 

for Cobre, poised to enhance shareholder value 

through diligent exploration and development 

activities in the promising Kalahari Copper Belt. 

“The Cobre team is pleased to have secured 

additional funds which will be strategically used 

to accelerate exploration on the company’s   

tenement holding in the Kalahari Copper Belt in 

Botswana,” executive chair Martin Holland said. 

Cobre secures $4 000 000.00 

Value in Botswanan projects 

“With the recent positive hydrogeological     

results from the Ngami Copper Project as well 

as the new intersection encountered when   

drilling the PW001 production well, there is 

strong reason for the board to believe that there 

is significant value to be unlocked on the com-

pany’s Botswanan projects. 

“I would like to thank all existing and new 
shareholders who participated in the placement 
for supporting the board’s strategy to fast-track 
exploration and development in this highly  
prospective region of southern Africa.” 

Continued  from page 7 

History beacons was made in the village of Habu 

as a second batch of the mobile quarantined 

cattle as part of the Hearding for Health project 

under implementation in the area will go for 

slaughter on March 13. 

The Hearding for Health project is being       

implemented by Wild Entrust Africa in          

partnership with Habu Elephant Community  

Development Trust. 

The quarantine system houses the cattle in a 

predator-proof boma at night and keeps a    

reserve paddock for adequate forage. After  

quarantine, the cattle are sold at almost double 

the previous earnings local farmers made, a 

development that targets to grow beef value 

chains in the area to promote wildlife           

conservation. 

Moses Masake, Wild Entrust Africa field       

coordinator for the Habu project expressed   

delight about the project speaking to The     

Okavango Express. Masake explained that the 

Hearding for Health project targets to restore 

rangelands.  

 Masake explained: ‘’ Habu is located in an area 

labelled Foot and Mouth red zone under the 

veterinary protocols. Majority of people are cattle 

Habu send mobile quarantines cattle to abattoir again 

farmers but we suffer rangeland degradation and 

wildlife bushmeat trade.’’  

Therefore, the project aims to rehabilitate the 

rangelands by using cattle. 

Masake explained that farmers quarantine for 

three months using the mobile quarantine.   

During the process of quarantine health and 

disease checks are conducted while FMD    

vaccinations are administered to the cattle in the 

quarantine.  ‘’The Department of Veterinary  

Services checks the cattle weekly and is      

supervised 24/7 by the Wild Entrust Community 

Scouts for 30 days’’ explained Masake. 

Masake further highlighted that before the    

introduction of the latest mobile quarantine  

system, farmers were forced to take cattle many 

kilometres away to Makalamabedi which was too 

expensive for the farmers.  ‘’ However, for all the 

cattle under the project there are given free   

supplements and water during the quarantine. 

The clusters and community headers take care 

of cattle on the farmers behalf.’’  

Masake told this publication that a total of 780 
cattle have been taken from farmers to be taken 
care of by the combined teams of community 
headers under this project.  
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Haskins Powers Masa Easter Horse Race  

J Haskins & Sons is sponsoring this year’s  MA-SA 

EASTER CUP horse racing event billed for 

Samedupi on 30 March. 

J Haskins & Sons are reputable suppliers of quality 

tools, hardware, building and steel  supplies    

generators and industrial products. They are mostly 

famed for serving the Botswana agriculture sector.  

The event sponsorship will include 25 branded 

Jockey Kits, branded T-shirts for horse handlers 

and branded water for VIPs at the event. It is    

understood that Haskins also boosted the        

organizers with some cash funds and the fencing 

material to barricade at the finishing point and  

separation fence for the spectator’s safety. 

  Haskins Promotions coordinator John Kabelo told 

Okavango Express that Haskins has been       

sponsoring different horse racing events in Bot-

swana in the last three years.  ‘’ As Haskins we 

have done Motokwe, Kokotsha, Ghanzi, Charles 

Hill and Gabs July horse races across Botswana. 

Horse Racing is synonymous with Haskins as the 

company. 

He revealed: ‘’ when the MA-SA EASTER CUP 

organizers approached us we did not hesitate to 

assist them as do not have a sponsor.’ J Haskins 

&sons has 123 years of existence with the full 

support of Botswana so we felt it’s time we give 

back to the Maun society where we have a foot-

print.’’ 

Kabelo stated as a company that supports  farm-
ers events across Botswana, they believe that 
supporting horse racing signify this as   many of 
the horse owners are farmers      themselves. 
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Business 

Botswana number nine in Africa for best electricity access 

Algeria 

Algeria’s national electricity availability rating of 

99.8 percent, 99.6 percent in rural and 99.9 

percent in urban areas places it among the 

most electrified nations in Africa. 96 percent of 

the nation’s installed capacity is derived from 

natural gas, with the remaining 4 percent   

coming from a mix of hydropower, wind, solar, 

and oil. 

Gabon 

Gabon enjoys a 91.6 percent power access rate. 

The percentage of people who have access to 

electricity in rural areas is 27.8 percent, and in 

urban areas is 98.6 percent. Gabon intends to 

implement a sustainable energy mix that     

includes biomass, natural gas, and hydropower 

under the Gabon Emergent Policy to lessen its 

dependency on fossil fuels and increase access 

to electricity for the rural populace. 

Ghana 

Gas, thermal energy, and hydropower energy 

make up the majority of Ghana’s electrical mix. 

At now, the nation’s rate of electricity access 

stands at 85.9 percent, with 74 percent of   

access occurring in rural regions and 94     

percent in urban areas. 

South Africa 

The majority of South Africa’s energy is      

currently produced by coal, with 84.4 percent of 

the country’s population having access to   

electricity overall—75.3 percent in rural areas 

and 88.8 percent in urban areas. The nation 

aims to diversify its energy sources and is   

increasing research and development in renew-

able energy to lessen its dependency on coal 

and increase access. 

Botswana 

The nation’s overall power access rate is 72 

percent, with 90.7 percent of urban areas and 

26.4 percent of rural areas having access to it. 

To meet its ambitious 2030 goal of having 100 

percent of the population have access to power, 

the nation is making use of its vast wind and 

solar energy resources. 

Kenya 

Kenya has the highest national power access 

rate in East Africa, at 71.4 percent, with 62.7 

percent of the population living in rural regions 

and 94 percent in urban areas. Hydropower, 

geothermal energy, wind power, solar power, 

and biomass make up Kenya’s energy mix. 

Source: https://businessday.ng/ 

Access to reliable electricity is a crucial driver of 

economic growth and development. In Africa, 

several countries have made significant strides 

in improving their electricity infrastructure,   

ensuring a more stable power supply for their 

citizens. 

The International Energy Agency (IEA) states that 

having “access to electricity” entails more than 

electricity delivery to households. 

In addition, it stipulates that homes must utilize a 

minimum quantity of power, which varies     

according to whether the home is in an urban or 

rural area and rises with time. 

Here are 10 African countries with the best  

electricity access: 

Mauritius 

One of the standout performers in Africa is  

Mauritius, with nearly 100 percent of its        

population having access to electricity. The 

country has invested heavily in renewable    

energy sources such as solar and wind,       

reducing its reliance on fossil fuels and ensuring 

a more sustainable power supply. 

Egypt 

Egypt, which shares borders with both the Medi-

terranean and the Red Seas, has 100 percent of 

its rural and urban population having access to 

electricity nationwide. 

Egypt is becoming a leader in the renewable 

energy industry, with thermal and hydroelectric 

plants providing the majority of the nation’s  

electricity. The nation is currently working on 

plans to connect to sub-Saharan Africa, the  

Middle East, and Europe to export excess    

electricity. 

Morocco 

With 100 percent of its rural and urban        

inhabitants having access to electricity, Morocco 

is one of the most electrified nations in Africa. 

Major advances are presently underway with 

goals to expand the number of renewables in 

the energy mix to 52 percent for solar and wind 

power by 2030. 

Tunisia 

Tunisia offers 100 percent national power    

availability for both rural and urban areas,   

meeting all of its domestic consumption needs. 

The nation in North Africa currently gets the 

majority of its electricity from natural gas and 

plans to invest long-term in renewable energy, 

with a target share of 30 percent by 2023. 
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News 

Free electricity connections for all starting April 

By Staff Writer 

Effective 1st of April 2024, Batswana classified as 

middle to high income earners and low-income 

earners will be paying zero for domestic      

connections for all households. 

North West District Council Chairman Itumeleng 

Kelebetseng stated when addressing full council 

meeting that this initiative is intended to       

increase access to electricity connectivity for all 

citizens and residents.  

According Kelebetseng all low-income earners 

applicants for domestic electricity use will     

further have an option of being supplied with a 

ready box for free. 

The latest initiative comes shortly after        

Government has adjusted the National Electricity 

Standard Connection Cost (NESC) from P5, 

000.00 for middle to high income earners, and 

P2, 500.00 for low-income earners. Now the 

NESC will be zero.  

On other priorities, Botswana Power Corporation 

has intensified efforts to ensure that villages 

across Botswana are transformed out of       

darkness.  

In this endeavor, BPC has concluded a site hand 

over and appointment of consultants and     

contractors for 2023/2024 Makalamabedi village 

network extension project. 

However, the project still awaits Tawana Land 

Board to finalise required inspections.  

 BPC has also embarked on vigorous network 

maintenance through repair and upgrading of 

infrastructure and tree management.  

According to Kelebetseng, BPC continues to 

engage Citizen owned contractors for pole    

replacements and tree management along the 

electricity lines to create employment for the 

locals. 

 As a District we still remain committed to    

harnessing energy sources that contributes less 

towards pollution and reduces significantly   

regional carbon footprints. 

 

Meanwhile, Kelebetseng added that the       

enrollment of renewable energies is progressing 

well as evidenced by newly constructed 60KVA 

photovoltaic plants in the settlements of Khwai 

and Somelo.  

 

He explained: ‘’The two areas are devoid of BPC 

power grid, but due to the capacity and       

efficiency of the new plants, the primary schools 

in the areas are now accessing ICTs which to a 

larger extent is going to contribute positively to 

learning.’’ 

 

He highlighted that the electrical energy        

produced in the school plants have now been 

seamlessly extended to other Government   

facilities.  

‘’ In Somelo, we now have the health facilities 

(clinic) and the Tribal Administration facilities 

(Kgotla offices and officer residence) connected 

to the school photovoltaic power system. We are 

in the process of extending the same services to 

many other facilities in both settlements all in 

the spirit of “One Government.” 

Get the latest news 
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Sports 

Sankoyo Bush Bucks edged closer to  

premier league return by brushing aside 

Makungulupeswa 2-1 in a tightly contested 

game played on Saturday afternoon at Maun 

Sports Complex. 

Two second half goals from Thato Tumagole 

and Johnson Kelediretse catapulted 

Ngurungu to second position in First      

Division North with just two points behind 

log leaders Motlakase Power Dynamos.   

After eight years in the wilderness, 

Ngurungu stand a better position to qualify 

with six games to go.   

Speaking after their win against              

Makungulupeswa head coach, Papani Likha 

attributed his team string of good            

performances to his youthful players coming 

of age and good preparations in the latest 

transfer window.  Ngurungu acquired new 

quality players like Thato Tumagole and 

goalkeeper Onalethata Goodwin Moeletsi. ‘’ 

we started the 2023/24 poorly due to     

inadequate pre - season but the project is 

now showing promise. We need to take ever 

game as it comes because all the teams 

have a chance and have few points in     

between. We must stay focused’’ he stated. 

But top Ngurungu fan Robert Diokno is 

hopeful that they can qualify to the premier 

league come the end of the season.’’  All we 

need to do is to win four games after todays 

win and we are home and dry’’ he told    

Okavango Express after the game. 

The top fan appealed to Maun community to 

give the team all the support in the        

remaining games. Ngurungu will return from 

the easter break with a date on April 6 away 

to peacemakers in Bobonong. Sankoyo   

currently occupies the second position with 

26 points while Peace Makers with 20 

points still fancy their chances and would no 

doubt come with their guns blazing.  

Joseph Rakaki chairperson of the supporters 
committee also called on Ngurungu       
supporters across the country to come    

forward and support the team at this critical 
period. He explained that there is a mem-
bership drive ongoing. He explained that the 
membership registration is in preparation of 
the team AGM where there expecting to 
elect the team’s leadership.  

Sankoyo Bush Bucks Eyes Premier Return 
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